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Ebenezer Le Page, cantankerous, opinionated, and charming, is
one of the most compelling literary creations of the late twentieth
century. Eighty years old, Ebenezer has lived his whole life on the
Channel Island of Guernsey, a stony speck of a place caught between the coasts of England and France yet a world apart from either. Ebenezer himself is ﬁercely independent, but as he reaches
the end of his life he is determined to tell his own story and the
stories of those he has known. He writes of family secrets and
feuds, unforgettable friendships and friendships betrayed, love
glimpsed and lost. The Book of Ebenezer Le Page is a beautifully
detailed chronicle of a life, but it is equally an oblique reckoning
with the traumas of the twentieth century, as Ebenezer recalls
both the men lost to the Great War and the German Occupation of
Guernsey during World War II, and looks with despair at the encroachments of commerce and tourism on his beloved island. G.
B. Edwards labored in obscurity all his life and completed The
Book of Ebenezer Le Page shortly before his death. Published
posthumously, the book is a triumph of the storyteller’s art that
conjures up the extraordinary voice of a living man.
While simultaneously shooting his ﬁrst feature ﬁlm in New York
and living a decadent lifestyle, John Self, one of London's top commercial directors, discovers how distasteful the pursuit of pleasure can be.
A savage, funny, and mysteriously poignant saga by a renowned
author at the height of his powers. Lionel Asbo, a terrifying yet
weirdly loyal thug (self-named after England's notorious Anti-Social Behaviour Order), has always looked out for his ward and
nephew, the orphaned Desmond Pepperdine . . . He provides him
with fatherly career advice (always carry a knife, for example)
and is determined they should share the joys of pit bulls (fed with

lots of Tabasco sauce), Internet porn, and all manner of more serious criminality. Des, on the other hand, desires nothing more
than books to read and a girl to love (and to protect a family secret that could be the death of him). But just as he begins to lead
a gentler, healthier life, his uncle—once again in a London prison—wins £140 million in the lottery and upon his release hires a
public relations ﬁrm and begins dating a cannily ambitious topless
model and “poet.” Strangely, however, Lionel's true nature remains uncompromised while his problems, and therefore also Desmond's, seem only to multiply.
In this entertaining and enlightening collection David Lodge considers the art of ﬁction under a wide range of headings, drawing
on writers as diverse as Henry James, Martin Amis, Jane Austen
and James Joyce. Looking at ideas such as the Intrusive Author,
Suspense, the Epistolary Novel, Magic Realism and Symbolism,
and illustrating each topic with a passage taken from a classic or
modern novel, David Lodge makes the richness and variety of British and American ﬁction accessible to the general reader. He provides essential reading for students, aspiring writers and anyone
who wants to understand how ﬁction works.
In his uproarious ﬁrst novel Martin Amis, author of the bestselling
London Fields, gave us one of the most noxiously believable -and curiously touching -- adolescents ever to sniﬄe and lust his
way through the pages of contemporary ﬁction. On the brink of
twenty, Charles High-way preps desultorily for Oxford, cheerfully
loathes his father, and meticulously plots the seduction of a girl
named Rachel -- a girl who sorely tests the mettle of his cynicism
when he ﬁnds himself falling in love with her.
Gregory Keays is a writer whose brilliant future is behind him. Corroded with envy, Gregory watches as his contemporaries produce
better work and live happier lives while he teaches community college composition classes and compiles books about other books.

One day, Gregory is convinced, the world will recognize his talents. In the meantime, his marriage to a new-age feng shui artist
has become cold and distant, and his relationship with his reclusive teen-age son is in free-fall. But when a brilliant student enters his life, Gregory is oﬀered one last, glorious chance to save
his career. Soon, however, Gregory's Faustian pact with success
unravels around him, and he must turn to darker, more duplicitous means to secure his fame. Set in the dangerous world where
real life and literary ambition collide, Kill Your Darlings is an unforgettable novel of ego and delusion, villainy and the betrayal of
love.
THE WILEY BLACKWELL COMPANION TO CONTEMPORARY BRITISH
AND IRISH LITERATURE An insightful guide to the exploration of
modern British and Irish literature The Wiley Blackwell Companion
to Contemporary British and Irish Literature is a must-have guide
for anyone hoping to navigate the world of new British and Irish
writing. Including modern authors and poets from the 1960s
through to the 21st century, the Companion provides a thorough
overview of contemporary poetry, ﬁction, and drama by some of
the most prominent and noteworthy writers. Seventy-three comprehensive chapters focus on individual authors as well as such
topics as Englishness and identity, contemporary Science Fiction,
Black writing in Britain, crime ﬁction, and the inﬂuence of globalization on British and Irish Literature. Written in four parts, The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Contemporary British and Irish Literature includes comprehensive examinations of individual authors,
as well as a variety of themes that have come to deﬁne the contemporary period: ethnicity, gender, nationality, and more. A thorough guide to the main ﬁgures and concepts in contemporary literature from Britain and Ireland, this two-volume set: Includes
studies of notable ﬁgures such as Seamus Heaney and Angela
Carter, as well as more recently inﬂuential writers such as Zadie
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Smith and Sarah Waters. Covers topics such as LGBT ﬁction, androgyny in contemporary British Literature, and post-Troubles
Northern Irish Fiction Features a broad range of writers and topics
covered by distinguished academics Includes an analysis of the interplay between individual authors and the major themes of the
day, and whether an examination of the latter enables us to appreciate the former. The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Contemporary British and Irish Literature provides essential reading for students as well as academics seeking to learn more about the history and future direction of contemporary British and Irish Literature.
The eagerly anticipated new novel from the inimitable Martin
Amis. Summer 1970 — a long, hot summer. In a castle in Italy,
half a dozen young lives are aﬂoat on the sea of change, trapped
inside the history of the sexual revolution. The girls are acting like
boys, and the boys are going on acting like boys, and Keith Nearing — twenty years old, a literature student all clogged up with
the English novel — is struggling to twist feminism and the rise of
women towards his own ends. The sexual revolution may have
been a velvet revolution (in at least two senses), but it wasn't
bloodless — and now, in the twenty-ﬁrst century, the year 1970
ﬁnally catches up with Keith Nearing. The Pregnant Widow is a
comedy of manners and a nightmare, brilliant, haunting and gloriously risqué. It is Martin Amis at his fearless best.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • An epic Don Quixote for the modern age, “a brilliant, funny, world-encompassing wonder” (Time)
from internationally bestselling author Salman Rushdie SHORTLISTED FOR THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE • “Lovely, unsentimental,
heart-aﬃrming . . . a remembrance of what holds our human lives
in some equilibrium—a way of feeling and a way of telling. Love
and language.”—Jeanette Winterson, The New York Times Book
Review NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY TIME
AND NPR Inspired by the Cervantes classic, Sam DuChamp, mediocre writer of spy thrillers, creates Quichotte, a courtly, addled
salesman obsessed with television who falls in impossible love
with a TV star. Together with his (imaginary) son Sancho, Quichotte sets oﬀ on a picaresque quest across America to prove worthy of her hand, gallantly braving the tragicomic perils of an age
where “Anything-Can-Happen.” Meanwhile, his creator, in a
midlife crisis, has equally urgent challenges of his own. Just as Cervantes wrote Don Quixote to satirize the culture of his time,
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Rushdie takes the reader on a wild ride through a country on the
verge of moral and spiritual collapse. And with the kind of storytelling magic that is the hallmark of Rushdie’s work, the fully realized lives of DuChamp and Quichotte intertwine in a profoundly
human quest for love and a wickedly entertaining portrait of an
age in which fact is so often indiscernible from ﬁction. Praise for
Quichotte “Brilliant . . . a perfect ﬁt for a moment of transcontinental derangement.”—Financial Times “Quichotte is one of the
cleverest, most enjoyable metaﬁctional capers this side of postmodernism. . . . The narration is ﬂeet of foot, always one step
ahead of the reader—somewhere between a pinball machine and
a three-dimensional game of snakes and ladders. . . . This novel
can ﬂy, it can ﬂoat, it’s anecdotal, eﬀervescent, charming, and a
jolly good story to boot.”—The Sunday Times “Quichotte [is] an
updating of Cervantes’s story that proves to be an equally complicated literary encounter, jumbling together a chivalric quest, a
satire on Trump’s America and a whole lot of postmodern playfulness in a novel that is as sharp as a ﬂick-knife and as clever as a
barrel of monkeys. . . . This is a novel that feeds the heart while it
ﬁlls the mind.”—The Times (UK)
Martin Amis's life could itself provide the formula for an enthralling work of ﬁction. Son of one of the most popular and bestloved novelists of the post-War era, he has forged a groundbreaking manner of writing that owes nothing to the style of his father,
nor indeed to anyone else. He relished and recorded the bizarre,
turbulent atmosphere of Britain and the US during the 1970s and
80s, arguably the transformative period of the late 20th century.
No other contemporary writer has proved so magnetic for the popular press: he has, despite himself, achieved celebrity status. Of
late, his reputation as a novelist has been matched by his outspoken, challenging writing on contemporary global politics, and he
has earned the status as the Orwell of the early 21st century.Martin Amis oﬀers the real Martin Amis, a cabinet of contrasts: tortured, eloquently aloof, kind, obsessive, loved by women, a dedicated family man, often the architect of his own undoing, and a literary genius. Moreover, this fascinating biography discloses the
autobiographical thread that runs through Amis's books.Richard
Bradford has talked with Amis at length, questioned him on his
childhood, his private history, his opinions and the inspiration for
his ﬁction, and these exchanges are supplemented by interviews
with a large number of his friends and fellow writers.Praise for
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Richard Bradford's previous titles:Praise for Lucky Him: The Life of
Kingsley Amis:'Nearly all critical biographies relate the work to the
life - insidiously, tendentiously, helplessly. Richard Bradford is
diﬀerent: he does it convincingly, and with vigour. The result is an
original and stimulating book'. Martin Amis'I found Bradford's approach refreshing. Rare among literary academics he writes clearly, doesn't show oﬀ and knows a lot about his subject. He presents a fascinating chronicle of the development of Amis's brilliant ear for speech... He also brings out the full extent of the symbiosis between Amis and his best friend Philip Larkin: in a way
Larkin invented Amis.' Craig Brown'At his better moments Bradford... rises to Amis's stylistic level.' Humphrey Carpenter
In a career spanning six decades, David Lodge has been one of
Britain's best-loved and most versatile writers. With Varying Degrees of Success he completes a trilogy of memoirs which describe his life from birth in 1935 to the present day, and together
form a remarkable autobiography. His aim is to describe honestly
and in some detail the highs and lows of being a professional creative writer in several diﬀerent genres: prose ﬁction, literary criticism, plays for live theatre and screenplays for ﬁlm and television.
Few writers have excelled in so many diﬀerent forms of the written word. Lodge's creativity, and his wonderful sense of humour,
have made his work popular in translation in numerous countries,
and his extensive travels around the world are recorded here.
Each of the three memoirs has its own thematic focus. In this latest one it is on the hope and desire of writers to make a signiﬁcant and positive impression on their readers and audiences. The
elation of success, and the depression that follows disappointment, are familiar emotions to most writers in varying degrees.
David Lodge describes these feelings with rare candour. Varying
Degrees of Success provides the reader with a privileged insight
into the working practices and the creative life of a major British
novelist.
To this tantalizing nonﬁction collection Martin Amis brings the
same megawatt wit, wickedly acute perception, and ebullient
wordplay that characterize his novels. He encompasses the full
range of contemporary politics and culture (high and low) while also traveling to China for soccer with Elton John and to London's
darts-crazy pubs in search of the perfect throw. Throughout, he
oﬀers razor-sharp takes on such subjects as: American politics: "If
history is a nightmare from which we are trying to awake, then
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the Reagan era can be seen as an eight-year blackout. Numb,
pale, unhealthily dreamless: eight years of Do Not Disturb."
Chess: "Nowhere in sport, perhaps in human activity, is the gap
between the tryer and the expert so astronomical.... My chances
of a chess brilliancy are the 'chances' of a lab chimp and a type
writer producing King Lear."
A collection of stories about a frightening world inhabited by people dehumanized by the daily threat of nuclear war and postwar
survivors deformed by its results.
At the age of ten, when Martin Amis spent a year in Princeton,
New Jersey, he was excited and frightened by America. As an
adult he has approached that confusing country from many arresting angles, and interviewed its literati, ﬁlmmakers, thinkers,
opinion makers, leaders and crackpots with characteristic discernment and wit. Included in a gallery of Great American Novelists
are Norman Mailer, Gore Vidal, Truman Capote, Joseph Heller, William Burroughs, Kurt Vonnegut, John Updike, Paul Theroux, Philip
Roth and Saul Bellow. Amis also takes us to Dallas, where presidential candidate Ronald Reagan is attempting to liaise with bornagain Christians. We glimpse the beau monde of Palm Beach,
where each couple tries to out-Gatsby the other, and examine the
case of Claus von Bulow. Steven Spielberg gets a visit, as does
Brian de Palma, whom Amis asks why his ﬁlms make no sense,
and Hugh Hefner's sybaritic fortress and sanitised image are penetrated. There can be little that escapes the eye of Martin Amis
when his curiosity leads him to a subject, and America has found
in him a superlative chronicler.
A brilliant weave of personal involvement, vivid biography and political insight, Koba the Dread is the successor to Martin Amis’s
award-winning memoir, Experience. Koba the Dread captures the
appeal of one of the most powerful belief systems of the 20th century — one that spread through the world, both captivating it and
staining it red. It addresses itself to the central lacuna of 20th-century thought: the indulgence of Communism by the intellectuals
of the West. In between the personal beginnings and the personal
ending, Amis gives us perhaps the best one-hundred pages ever
written about Stalin: Koba the Dread, Iosif the Terrible. The author’s father, Kingsley Amis, though later reactionary in tendency,
was a “Comintern dogsbody” (as he would come to put it) from
1941 to 1956. His second-closest, and then his closest friend
(after the death of the poet Philip Larkin), was Robert Conquest,
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our leading Sovietologist whose book of 1968, The Great Terror,
was second only to Solzhenitsyn’s The Gulag Archipelago in undermining the USSR. The present memoir explores these connections. Stalin said that the death of one person was tragic, the
death of a million a mere “statistic.” Koba the Dread, during
whose course the author absorbs a particular, a familial death, is
a rebuttal of Stalin’s aphorism.
A haunting new novel that ratiﬁes Martin Amis’s standing as “a
force unto himself,” as the Washington Post has attested: “There
is simply no one else like him.” In the slave labour camps of the
Soviet Union, conjugal visits were a common occurrence. Valiant
women would travel vast distances, over weeks and months, in
the hope of spending just one night with their lovers in the so-called House of Meetings. Unsurprisingly, the results of these visits were almost invariably tragic. Martin Amis’s new novel, The
House of Meetings, is about one such visit; it is a love story, gothic in timbre and triangular in shape. Two brothers fall in love with
the same woman, a nineteen-year-old Jewish girl, in 1946 Moscow, a city poised for pogrom in the gap between war and the
death of Stalin. The brothers are arrested, and their fraternal
conﬂict then marinates over the course of a decade in a slave
labour camp above the Arctic Circle. The destinies of all three
lovers remain unresolved until 1982; but for the sole survivor, the
reverberations continue into the next century. A short novel of
great depth and richness, The House of Meetings ﬁnds Martin
Amis at the height of his powers, in new and remarkably fertile ﬁctional territory.
Booker-shortlisted for Time's Arrow and widely known for his novels, short stories, essays, reviews, and autobiographical works,
Martin Amis is one of the most inﬂuential of contemporary British
writers. This guide to Amis's diverse and often controversial work
oﬀers: an accessible introduction to the contexts and many interpretations of his texts, from publication to the present an introduction to key critical texts and perspectives on Amis's life and work,
situated within a broader critical history cross-references between
sections of the guide, in order to suggest links between texts, contexts and criticism suggestions for further reading. Part of the Routledge Guides to Literature series, this volume is essential reading
for all those beginning detailed study of Martin Amis and seeking
not only a guide to his works but also a way through the wealth of
contextual and critical material that surrounds them.
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BOOKER PRIZE–WINNING AUTHOR Set in a world in which the Reformation failed, this award-winning science ﬁction tale is “one of
the best . . . alternate-worlds novels in existence” (Philip K. Dick)
In Kingsley Amis’s virtuoso foray into virtual history it is 1976, but
the modern world is a medieval relic, frozen in intellectual and
spiritual time ever since Martin Luther was promoted to pope
back in the sixteenth century. Stephen the Third, the king of England, has just died, and Mass (Mozart’s second requiem) is about
to be sung to lay him to rest. In the choir is our hero, Hubert Anvil,
an extremely ordinary ten-year-old boy with a faultless voice. In
the audience is a select group of experts whose job is to determine whether that faultless voice should be preserved by performing a certain operation. Art, after all, is worth any sacriﬁce. How
Hubert realizes what lies in store for him and how he deals with
the whirlpool of piety, menace, terror, and passion that he soon
ﬁnds himself in are the subject of a classic piece of counterfactual
ﬁction equal to Philip K. Dick’s The Man in the High Castle. The Alteration won the John W. Campbell Memorial Award for best science-ﬁction novel in 1976.
If the Marquis de Sade were to crash one of P. G. Wodehouse's
house parties, the chaos might resemble the nightmarishly funny
goings-on in this novel by the author of London Fields. The residents of Appleseed Rectory have primed themselves both for a
visit from a triad of Americans and a weekend of copious drug taking and sexual gymnastics. There's even a heifer to be slugged
and a pair of doddering tenants to be ingeniously harassed. But
none of these variously bright and dull young things has counted
on the intrusion of "dead babies" -- dreary spasms of reality. Or
on the uninvited presence of a mysterious prankster named Johnny, whose sinister idea of fun makes theirs look like a game of
backgammon.
Writer, Samson Young, is staring death in the face, and not only
his own. Void of ideas and on the verge of terminal decline, Samson’s dash to a decaying, degenerate London has brought him
through the doors of the Black Cross pub and into a murder story
just waiting to be narrated. At its centre is the mesmeric, doomed
Nicola Six, destined to be murdered on her 35th birthday. Around
her: the disreputable men who might yet turn out to be her killer.
All Samson has to do is to write Nicola’s story as it happens, and
savour in this one last gift that life has granted him. 'A true story,
a murder story, a love story and a thriller bursting with humour,
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sex and often dazzling language' Independent
“[An] eight-track ﬂashback of a novel set in 1970s Detroit” from
the international bestselling author of The Narcissism of Small
Diﬀerences (O, the Oprah Magazine, Summer 2018 Reading List).
Set in early 1970s Detroit, a divided city still reeling from its violent race riot of 1967, Beautiful Music is the story of one young
man’s transformation through music. Danny Yzemski is a husky,
pop radio–loving loner balancing a dysfunctional homelife with the
sudden harsh realities of freshman year at a high school marked
by racial turbulence. But after tragedy strikes the family, Danny’s
mother becomes increasingly erratic and angry about the seismic
cultural shifts unfolding in her city and the world. As she tries to
hold it together with the help of Librium, highballs, and breakfast
cereal, Danny ﬁnds his own reason to carry on: rock and roll. In
particular, the drum and guitar-heavy songs of local legends like
the MC5 and Iggy Pop. In the vein of Nick Hornby and Tobias
Wolﬀ, yet with a style very much Zadoorian’s own, Beautiful Music is a touching story about the power of music and its ability to
save one’s soul. “A sweet and endearing coming-of-age tale measured in album tracks.” —The Wall Street Journal “For Danny,
cracking the seal on a fresh piece of wax and dissecting cover art
and liner notes are acts of nigh religious experience that unveil to
him a community of fellow rockers across Detroit . . . It’s in these
small moments—a lonely boy experiencing premature nostalgia—that Zadoorian shines.” —The Washington Post “A disturbing
yet humorous tale of beleaguered adolescence in 1970s Motor City.” —Steve Miller, author of Detroit Rock City
Martin Amis is one of the most gifted and innovative writers of our
time. With Experience, he discloses a private life every bit as
unique and fascinating as his bestselling novels. The son of the
great comic novelist Kingsley Amis, Martin Amis explores his relationship with this father and writes about the various crises of
Kingsley's life. He also examines the life and legacy of his cousin,
Lucy Partington, who was abducted and murdered by one of Britain’s most notorious serial killers. Experience also deconstructs
the changing literary scene, including Amis' portraits of Saul Bellow, Salman Rushdie, Allan Bloom, Philip Larkin, and Robert
Graves, among others. Not since Nabokov's Speak, Memory has
such an implausible life been recorded by such an inimitable talent. Profound, witty, and ruthlessly honest, Experience is a literary event.
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The deﬁnitive collection of essays and reportage written during
the past thirty years from one of most provocative and widely
read writers--with new commentary by the author. For more than
thirty years, Martin Amis has turned his keen intellect and unrivaled prose loose on an astonishing range of topics--politics,
sports, celebrity, America, and, of course, literature. Now, at last,
these incomparable essays have been gathered together. Here is
Amis at the 2011 GOP Iowa Caucus, where, squeezed between
"windbreakers and woolly hats," he pores over The Ron Paul Family Cookbook and laments the absence of "our Banquo," Herman
Cain. He writes about ﬁnally confronting the eﬀects of aging on
his athletic prowess. He revisits, time and time again, the worlds
of Bellow and Nabokov, his "twin peaks," masters who have obsessed and inspired him. Brilliant, incisive, and savagely funny,
The Rub of Time is a vital addition to any Amis fan's bookshelf,
and the perfect primer for readers discovering his ﬁerce and tremendous talents for the ﬁrst time.
Once upon a time there was a king, and the king commissioned
his favorite wizard to create a magic mirror. This mirror didn’t
show you your reﬂection. It showed you your soul—it showed you
who you really were. The wizard couldn’t look at it without turning
away. The king couldn’t look at it. The courtiers couldn’t look at it.
A chestful of treasure was oﬀered to anyone who could look at it
for sixty seconds without turning away. And no one could. The
Zone of Interest is a love story with a violently unromantic setting. Can love survive the mirror? Can we even meet each other’s
eye, after we have seen who we really are? Powered by both wit
and compassion, and in characteristically vivid prose, Martin
Amis’s unforgettable new novel excavates the depths and contradictions of the human soul.
Is there anything that Martin Amis can’t write about? In this virtuosic, career-spanning collection he takes on James Joyce and Elvis
Presley, Nabokov and English football, Jane Austen and Penthouse
Forum, William Burroughs and Hillary Clinton. But above all, Amis
is concerned with literature, and with the deadly cliches–not only
of the pen, but of the mind and the heart. In The War Against
Cliché, Amis serves up fresh assessments of the classics and
plucks neglected masterpieces oﬀ their dusty shelves. He tilts
with Cervantes, Dickens and Milton, celebrates Bellow, Updike
and Elmore Leonard, and deﬂates some of the most bloated reputations of the past three decades. On every page Amis writes with
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jaw-dropping felicity, wit, and a subversive brilliance that sheds
new light on everything he touches.
An autobiographical novel that’s a tender, witty exploration of the
hardest questions: how to live, how to grieve, and how to
die—from “the Mick Jagger of literature ... Amis is the most dazzling prose stylist in post-war British ﬁction” (The Daily Telegraph). “[A] charismatic compound of fact and ﬁction ... Martin
Amis has retained the power to surprise.” —Parul Sehgal, The
New York Times This novel had its birth in the death of Martin
Amis's closest friend, the incomparable Christopher Hitchens, and
it is within that profound and sprawling friendship that Inside Story unfurls. From their early days as young magazine staﬀers in
London, reviewing romantic entanglements and the latest literary
gossip (not to mention ideas, books, and where to lunch), Hitch
was Amis's wingman and adviser, especially in the matter of the
alluringly amoral Phoebe Phelps—an obsession Amis must somehow put behind him if he is ever to ﬁnd love, marriage, a plausible
run at happiness. Other ﬁgures competing as Amis's main inﬂuencers are his literary fathers—Kingsley, of course; his hero
Saul Bellow; the weirdly self-ﬁnessing poet Philip Larkin—and his
signiﬁcant literary mothers, including Iris Murdoch and Elizabeth
Jane Howard. Moving among these greats to set his own path, he
winds up surveying the horrors of the twentieth century, and the
still-unfolding impact of the 9/11 attacks on the twenty-ﬁrst—and
considers what all of this has taught him about how to live and
how to be a writer. The result is a love letter to life—and to the
people in his life—that achieves a new level of conﬁdentiality with
his readers, giving us the previously unseen portrait of his extraordinary world.
Once close friends, writers Gwyn Barry and Richard Tull now ﬁnd
themselves in ﬁerce competition. While Tull has spiralled into a
mire of literary obscurity and belletristic odd jobs, Barry’s atrocious attempts at novels have brought him untold success. Prizes,
prestige and wealth abound, and from far below Tull can only
watch, stewing in torment. Until, that is, resentment turns to revenge. Consumed by the question of how one writer can really
hurt another, Tull’s quest for an answer will unleash increasingly
violent urges on both writers’ lives. ‘A funny, vicious portrait of literary London’ Evening Standard
She wakes in an emergency room in a London hospital, to a voice
that tells her: "You're on your own now. Take care. Be good." She
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has no knowledge of her name, her past, or even her species. It
takes her a while to realize that she is human -- and that the beings who threaten, befriend, and violate her are other people.
Some of whom seem to know all about her. In this eerie, blackly
funny, and sometimes disorienting novel, Martin Amis gives us a
mystery that is as ambitious as it is intriguing, an investigation of
a young woman's violent extinction that also traces her construction of a new and oddly innocent self.
A group of disgruntled septuagenarians prepare for their ﬁnal
days in this dark and “very funny” English novel about death and
the inevitability of growing old (The Observer) Everyone wants a
comfortable place to die, and Kingsley Amis’s characters have
found it in Tuppeny-happeny Cottage, where assorted septuagenarians have come together to see one another out the door of
life. There’s grotesque Adela, whose sole passion is her cheapness; her brother Brigadier Bernard Bastable, always strategizing
a new retreat to the bathroom before sallying forth to play some
especially nasty practical joke; Shorty, the servant, who years ago
had a ﬂing with the brigadier in the barracks and now organizes
his day around a trail of hidden bottles; George Zeyer, the distinguished professor of history, bedridden and helpless to articulate
his still-coherent thoughts; and Marigold, who slowly but surely is
forgetting it all. And now it is Christmas. Children and grandchildren are coming to visit their ailing elders. They don’t know what
lies in store before the story ends. None of us do. Ending Up is a
grimly hilarious dance of death, full of bickering, bitching, backstabbing, drinking (of course), and idiocy of all sorts. It is a book
about dying people and about a dying England, clinging to its memories of greatness as it succumbs to terminal decay.
For each of the 150,000 books published in 2002, there are
dozens that are still hoping to see the light of day. Bowkers estimates less than 1% to successfully climbing the bestseller list.
What separates the winners in the battle for bestseller status?
Capitalizing on insight gained from interviews with industry experts and authors such as Steve Riggio, Jack Canﬁeld, Spencer
Johnson, and more this book takes a comprehensive look at the
publishing process from start to ﬁnish and, ultimately, what separates a bestselling book from all the other books published
each year. Authors and would-be authors all have a curiosity
about "how the other guy does it"- and this book takes it one step
farther by describing what goes into making a bestseller. This
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book is for authors and would-be-authors and individuals in the
publishing industry.
Brilliant, painful, dazzling, and funny as hell, Yellow Dog is Martin
Amis’ highly anticipated ﬁrst novel in seven years and a stunning
return to the ﬁctional form. When “dream husband” Xan Meo is
vengefully assaulted in the garden of a London pub, he suﬀers
head injury, and personality change. Like a spiritual convert, the
familial paragon becomes an anti-husband, an anti-father. He submits to an alien moral system -- one among many to be found in
these pages. We are introduced to the inverted worlds of the “yellow” journalist, Clint Smoker; the high priest of hardmen, Joseph
Andrews; and the porno tycoon, Cora Susan. Meanwhile, we explore the entanglements of Henry England: his incapacitated wife,
Pamela; his Chinese mistress, He Zhezun; his ﬁfteen-year-old
daughter, Victoria, the victim of a ﬁlmed “intrusion” that rivets
the world -- because she is the future Queen of England, and her
father, Henry IX, is its King. The connections between these characters provide the pattern and drive of Yellow Dog. If, in the 21st
century, the moral reality is changing, then the novel is changing
too, whether it likes it or not. Yellow Dog is a model of how the
novel, or more particularly the comic novel, can respond to this
transformation. But Martin Amis is also concerned here with what
is changeless and perhaps unchangeable. Patriarchy, and the entire ediﬁce of masculinity; the enormous category-error of violence, arising between man and man; the tortuous alliances between men and women; and the vanished dream (probably always an illusion, but now a clear delusion) that we can protect our
future and our progeny. Meo heard no footsteps; what he heard
was the swish, the shingly soft-shoe of the hefted sap. Then the
sharp two-ﬁnger prod on his shoulder. It wasn’t meant to happen
like this. They expected him to turn and he didn’t turn -- he half-turned, then veered and ducked. So the blow intended merely to
break his cheekbone or his jawbone was instead received by the
cranium, that spacey bulge (in this instance still quite marriageably forested) where so many delicate and important powers are so
trustingly encased. He crashed, he crunched to his knees, in obliterating defeat. . . . -- from Yellow Dog
"A wickedly witty and iridescent novel" (Time) from one of England's greatest satirists takes aim at the generation of Bright
Young Things that dominated London high society in the 1920s. In
the years following the First World War a new generation
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emerged, wistful and vulnerable beneath the glitter. The Bright
Young Things of 1920s London, with their paradoxical mix of innocence and sophistication, exercised their inventive minds and vile
bodies in every kind of capricious escapade. In these pages a
vivid assortment of characters, among them the struggling writer
Adam Fenwick-Symes and the glamorous, aristocratic Nina
Blount, hunt fast and furiously for ever greater sensations and the
hedonistic fulﬁllment of their desires. Evelyn Waugh's acidly funny
satire reveals the darkness and vulnerability beneath the sparkling surface of the high life.
In Success Amis pens a mismatched pair of foster brothers--one
"a quivering condom of neurosis and ineptitude," the other a "bundle of contempt, vanity and stock-response"--in a single London
ﬂat. He binds them with ties of class hatred, sexual rivalry, and
disappointed love, and throws in a disloyal girlfriend and a spectacularly unstable sister to create a modern-day Jacobean revenge comedy that soars with malicious poetry.
Two of the most successful British novelists of the last ﬁfty years,
Kingsley and Martin Amis are both known for their savage wit and
their indiﬀerence to causing controversy. In his critical biography,
Neil Powell looks at the careers of these two very divisive, and
hugely talented writers: how they were formed by their upbringings, developed as writers and in turn how they aﬀected literature, and each other. He examines how success (which is the title
of one of Martin Amis's novels) aﬀected their relationship, and
themselves as writers (Kingsley: "Martin's spending a year abroad
for tax purposes. 29, he is. Little shit."). Through this we see what
it has meant to be a man, and a writer, (and, most importantly, a
comic writer) in Britain over the last sixty years, following
Kinglsey from jazz-loving iconoclast to Thatcher-loving Tory and
Martin from wild young man of letters to God knows what.
In Martin Amis's short stories whole worlds are created - or inverted. In 'Straight Fiction', everyone is gay, apart from the beleaguered 'straight' community; in 'Career Move', screenplay writers submit their works to little magazines, while poets are ﬂown
ﬁrst-class to Los Angeles; in 'The Janitor of Mars', a sardonic robot
gives us some strange news about life in the solar system. In 'Let
Me Count the Times' a man has a mad aﬀair with himself. 'Heavy
Water', portrays the exhaustion of working-class culture, and
'State of England' its weird resuscitation. And in 'The Coincidence
of the Arts' an English baronet becomes entangled with an Afri-

6

can-American chess hustler.
A hilarious satire about college life and high class manners, this is
a classic of postwar English literature. Regarded by many as the
ﬁnest, and funniest, comic novel of the twentieth century, Lucky
Jim remains as trenchant, withering, and eloquently misanthropic
as when it ﬁrst scandalized readers in 1954. This is the story of
Jim Dixon, a hapless lecturer in medieval history at a provincial
university who knows better than most that “there was no end to
the ways in which nice things are nicer than nasty ones.” Amis’s
scabrous debut leads the reader through a gallery of emphatically
English bores, cranks, frauds, and neurotics, with each of whom
Dixon must contend in one way or another in order to hold on to
his cushy academic perch and win the girl of his fancy. More than
just a merciless satire of cloistered college life and stuﬀy post-war
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manners, Lucky Jim is an attack on the forces of boredom, whatever form they may take, and a work of art that at once distills and
extends an entire tradition of English comic writing, from Fielding
and Dickens through Wodehouse and Waugh. As Christopher
Hitchens has written, “if you can picture Bertie or Jeeves being capable of actual malice, and simultaneously imagine Evelyn Waugh
forgetting about original sin, you have the combination of innocence and experience that makes this short romp so imperishable.”
A sharp twist on the noir genre from one of England’s ﬁnest ﬁction
writers 'I worked one hundred murders,' says Detective Mike Hoolihan, an American policewoman. 'In my time I have come in on the
aftermath of maybe a thousand suspicious deaths, most of which
turned out to be suicides, accidentals or plain unattendeds. So

Success Martin Amis

I've seen them all: jumpers, stumpers, dumpers, dunkers, bleeders, ﬂoaters, poppers, bursters. But of all the bodies I have ever
seen none has stayed with me, in my gut, like the body of Jennifer
Rockwell. I say all this because I am part of the story I am going
to tell, and I feel the need to give you some idea of where I'm coming from.' Night Train is a mystery story which lingers in the reader's mind even after Mike Hoolihan declares the case closed.
‘Tough, noir, Chandleresque’ Independent ‘Night Train is both delicate and bruising - a long drawn-out blue note. The book hangs
around in the mind like smoke in a jazz club’ Telegraph Magazine
This is the story of John Self, consumer extraordinaire. Ceaselessly inventive and savage, this is a tale of life lived without restraint; of money, the terrible things it can do and the disasters it
can precipitate.
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